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(57) im) 

mm) imvyxt tx^mv-yx^m^hf^^^ 

mzmisyxv&ztiizmvzzttfx'zz. 
>X3 o mmsr^yij^v^^m^x'h^cr) 
tmzLw **y*#2mz. muyx<rm 
mjdzvi~u>x%:3 o 2t>w&ztix^hm£ii. 
m&i/yxnmmiz. vu-]syxmm$i<yxcr> 
mmfrt>$mmtx. misyxtcomrnvz,. 





Tinea* yttft&mvt&Mmzivz^zc t z 
<r$m±iz y u- wyx^*<iaa$ix«. t i, t . 

[00,01] 
[0 0 02] 

(Charge Coupled Device)^ 

[0003] coidfrfi^/Mr^Tii, imvy 

be lt ^r-Mt u mitz® KtMjtmmnu 
>xz ^Mzm^h^xm^i x o iz-r&gm&zz 

tlX^t. 

[0004] ±fc. ««HR1^7*^9o4*)«»7 -f 

[0 0 0 5] ioidtv^X^^co^xrAtc-ts 
k. #UizftlT&«ttlMiBm<oi/>XZ&&iz&* 
■&t>*txm^&zk&xz -Scot, a.— r-* y * h# 

*<, L*i«H^7;M9«OUi'XMUHT'*' 
[0006] 

vx*t*>^*ft*»feseaif 

[0 0 07] «iB-8RV'7^5^«»U>'X$' 
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[0008] *»5Itt* i<0«k 5 fr*ffifc**T$r3*l 

fcfcOT*->T. af^lxyxt Lx-m^-yxzm^h 
aftT^awttMiiLhs-tiiktiHikt*. 

[0009] 

fc. i»*^9*#fc»».8*K:*«uvx*»i5»**ji 

uyxzftmfo£mm®Zit?>®wfr®mvt> 
ti. muMtfcii. mm&uyxtfmj&wiLxmi 

[00 10] .Z&fi/*Mlt*9tzXtlti* jfflmiiZ 
ti. fWIWcJ:oTJWWyX**IBmtt*t3BA 

*X#;M?**rtfcBttSit*. £*ifcJ:9. #H) 

[oo 1 1 ] mmuyxtf$m-wi'7**7iiz 

[ 00 1 2 ] 9K\s>x*>m±&) u~uyx 
&a $ SEE£*U>fcfct>fc, g^UvXcoitH^cyv- 

vyxs^saawu^xwjiAB^tttjis-tt-s^ 

CIS. ilA UT t ft»vyX6« 'J W-PyX3Rfcft)» 
LT«UWflS!W»H r fetl4 k V^d . 
[0013] 

[0014] f^/W^7lli, Hl~3fcjj**- J: ■} 
l^yX4»t*4JWW>X3 0 1 £ffitti.m®®3 bX 

mj&ziix^h. 

[001 5] HtifE;#*5#tt2t;i. BWfcjRtfVkdfc* 
-J-OrtSPfrffltc 'J y^O* v h 5 0 1 £ 

W]s>-X3 0 1«<£*3*l?»S. V»»-h5 
0 KOWSTfflaifcliRO^LjK^y 5 0 3#g»t£*lT 
*50, -OK0^L^^y5 0 3^iftiiOikT«^ 
\s>X$:®miSikXJ5L>mi-Z k S i 3 

[0016] tinegi^i^yX3o ltt, 05&r/H6fc 

«t«kdfc, RI8i«c<oix>-x^8H3 0 ilk. d<oi^>- 
X^]fi3 o 1 1 AoamiziRSStu^ttffpyXfln 
3 012k. \s>Xmm3 0 1 1 WBufflfclgfi-^iiJtfl 

m\s>xmm3 o 1 3 k . msu^x^iiB3 012^ 
3«a$s*ifea»vyx3 oi4k. mam\s.yxm 
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B3 o i sizmmzfiztitzmmuyxs o l 5 tfrh 
&9 . u vXflffi3 o 1 1 ^filBv^v h 5 0 1 fcttL 

0 1 2&tfltt»^X*H'3 0 1 314. l^XgHfB 0 

1 iizftixzii?titjM&itmz£<o&-&ztixti 

0, H/*MH3 01 l«)BBRfci->T, «BWfX« 
M3 0 1 2»W»»^X||IJ3 0 1 3*^yXgtffll3 

o 1 1 iztfLxtmtim&m&msimtKztiT 

[0 0 17]1ME#.*5**2fctt* J§S^yX3 0 1 
«SH»L0!)tUfflait. aM»*?t LTCOC C D 3 0 3 
J&*ERS*l. Sfefc* ftffecCD3 0 3i:Jit^yX3 
0 1 k^BMctt. mBU>X3 0 lt*h<nW£#%&C 
CD 3 0 3fcte»S*Sfe«><oy i^-uyx^3 0 2*5 

[00 18] CKDiofc. UW—l^yX^3 0 2?rfflV^ 
C D 3 0 3WM X*7 4 JVM kffit*M XfcfS i&S 

m h *\ i a X ? frmo ccd li^i 0 Vftftk. 

■£&&m£-%£vv—u>x% t 3 0 2*®mix. >m 

cOC C DfcJ: 0ffiS-BSV7^^ 5 1 FieoHftfcllft 

[0019] ^»®tfcttl.W'>'X>-XxA{4m^ 
■?^>bT®Ji£$ilTi5 0. AF (iftgft) • AE 

( ittisai) Ecoigi»»i^yx3 o i mz^tx 

h 5 0 1 fcl&lttfutSg? 5 0 2 (04 ) zitLxtm 

wx3 o i tzmmzti. ^mwx3 o 1 ? 
D3yea-?3io (Si OTP-yx-7-oytieL 

[0020] ifz. 05&.t/06fcjr:-$-«J:5fc. 
*tt2rt<*)Biii2-?^yf5 0 lcTSff^ftfifcJi. ^-^ 
(010(04 0) ti-3TllI«iBS^ft.|»5^fT5 0 6 

S. V7yb50lco*mSBfct>=¥7501a*5 
B&Ztl. COW >h<Z>*c75 0 la t-mdMr*T5 
06biMiSlX\^. *¥75O60>EI«iR 

mzx^x, wyhsoui.mtLzwjmmz 

(Cfto?79>'h5 01fC/'<3*<yMte8tlX»tl' 
W£M5«H3 0 1 1 k*MM&*ZtiX»lWRV 

vx^ii3 o 1 2mftm^yxmM3 o 1 3**. 

7®M3 0 1 lom^fctt£LTmfr|6]fc3l£iiL 



[0021 ] ;M7«H3 01 l<0ft*»A* 

JBfcfcWC, I6^^i3fc. ^^5^113 0 1 IO 
5feffi{i*^7*#:2c7)fiffii:{JTO-i:^i3s 
XIUH30 1 3\tuyxm3 0 1 1 rttSS£fcJR*rt£ 

nr. jg^i<yX3 0 iiii5ar^ft#*^9*#2rtic 
tUHtSidWRJBSiiTv^. j£fcu-yx®l3 0l 
lOfiT^ffilEBfcfcvvcfct 05fc5*fJ:5fc, 
Xj^f?3 0 1 ltt*<0SHate»vvcjM5**2*»i->£ 
itiU litP^yXMIBS 0 1 3H^<7ymim^x^y 

x^jb3o i ifrt>mmu ^xmuyx3onfi 
[0022] zn£d%m&i>yx3oi<?)Wmft 

14, 035.1*09 iZTpt X 3fc» ^^7*#:2<7)*ffl3® 
fctftft^ilfcX^ h'X>f vf-*^^rl,g^PyX»S6 
fflx-f v1-5 0 5<7Mmzj:r>X'ftbix2>. HHj>. MB 
a4 -yf-5 o 5 {W&VyX3 o i coitfcfr 

16]) KS-frSfc (030*08) s ^TSSirt 

4 0 fc «k o TfSEfi^T 5 0 6 *%f^*r6]fc®K 

jg^^yx3o itfm&Lxm&tfBt m 
fc. umuyxcomxiift) ^xy-( 
ts *?T5p6*8e5ri»ifciiiKU m^yx3o\ 
imxLxmvmttfZ. 
[0023] t^x\ mmvyx3o iwut 

St, tl^^>'Xfl:SgiOV'»'h501*^ s^wyx 
3 0 1 cD3fe*W**fclSS§ixTV^ U U- VyX?k3 0 
2fcjffi4LTL*d. ^^CHSHBTitiSMfr 
ji(tS/ito. ft§^yX3 0 l<?DJ*JHB#fc. DWl/y 
X^3O2{407~-09fc*-fJ:3fc, 3fci3lLfc«35-f 

i>m%\ft\z&®i.xw!&\'yx3 o i oiiAS8*^#js 

U ti#uyX3 0 lco^a}^fct4Sl/7cc03Ktt±fcS 
^f-rSJ:3fc^-5TV^. VU-uyXm3 0 2cr>Wm 

mmmmt. v v-vyxik 302 s-^m-*^ 
mtfLovymm (m^tr) i-ftixnhtihtbi> 
fc, wis&mi'yx&wimxj v+so 5<o»mzm^ 
x. mvyx3o maamaaitixwt> 

[00 24] ^rfe. |ffiecCD3 0 3«4. ^l^VX3 

0 1 (vwmmz h-?^y h 501 timiK^tfLWizb 

[002 5] B5ffi#*5#tt2<9£fflaifc{i. ^^U* 

fc. §mh#<?>-&ik lto^^u^-k 8*5520 ait 

^fgfci$AS*i6J:5fc^TV^. 4^. 
2 coltrfe^. a -y h 4 0«f fc<4 . t : J9jV1J* 7 1 SrK- 
y^/pnyej.-^ 19 (010) WMWifcftoa 
^^^214*>m^>ixTV^. 
[0026] $A>fc. l?He*>7*«c2^Wi!nfc{4, » 
^B^£0* ^i?^ ( h'i-7 r 4 y^-fcffiS ) at/ 

imm^m.^mm 5 fcftwaa (otl c d t 

V^3) «^S51 0*5iS(tA>^TV^. ?f>fc. 
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t=-*«DJB8*K £fljSHK*4fc^JEBB*a£x5 
4 KX4 yf-1 2jB4Kft6ilTV*t. Z.nrrV91Wt* 
7lli, l/8fcl/2 0O2TO3lBWKjW»RR 

J^WC* 1 ). WitfffiWWftfcx-f vf-i 2ft*r«cx 
94 K-TSfc. JBB$K=l/8i*IS£$*U £fcX5 ' 

^H-rat. ffi«»K=i/2o*«iBes<i*. 
[0027] ftEjamftfeM -/^ 1 2<oT*ictt, 

*-Ftt, ^aW*ff3*-FT*'J, «£*-F 

Rfcx-f ?f-14t>X94 FX-f -rf-j&»Mr»K flilf 

4 F-f£fc. i§t**-F#S5£3*lS. 
[00 283 IJieLCD^ail OOJitffclte. 4»<D 

200**;/ 6. 7fc(4. GM9ftS?f£-*- SRiOnv 

ao«i6wwoaT^Tv^. *4-y?-6<4. ens 

[0 0 2 9] 4fc» ;M9##<7)±W;:(4. a-^'J- 

3 ^s&mm e 1 , e 2 tftmztix \ * . 
1 0 0 3 0 ] $ /y •yraJG^frisiiswi. » 
Sfcrjc tx 777 5 0 4 tfmihhx 

[ 0 0 3 1 ] 0 1 0(4. =f s J*)Vij* y 1 <7)ifflfflJS£^; 

[0 0 3 2] ii5ECCD3 0 3t4. S^l-yXS 0 1 s 
U 0 2fcJ: 9&«$fiJfc&^tt?>3^« 

*. r <ao . g <*§) . b (») o&jft»«>B«E? 

4(4. CCD3 0 3^IE»$rW-tl)!t»^SI<iO^-f 

[0 0 3 3] ?4$>^x*U-:?314(i. 
>?®W®fo2 0 2*^)*fi$il4»^a-y^tcS-^ 
* C C D 3 0 3 O W«8HI^2:£j£t £ t <OTJ> I . 

jMft^)l^)?D7^fi-t^^L. CCD3 0 3K 



[0 034] &9*B»0B3 13fcL CCD 3 0 3*^ 
fl^JI£;&£tiO-e£>.5>. fi'9»il9IB3 1 3(4. C 

ds (fflWzfi^yT-yy^) BKkAGc u-Fy 

[0035] A/Dg,m2 0 5 {4, Bftft-* tf>#Bflt 
ft#£ 1 0 t'-y bOT^'^/Hl^C^-rS t)<9T'J> 

A/D^&3S2 0 5(4. ^^f $y^$OfflHiIK2 0 2 
frhXllZtiZ A/D>mm<r)? o -y ?(cS-3HT#B 
SHi-f - (T-J-a^«#) i 1 0 t'-y Ycr>f^9)Vm^z 

[ 0 0 3 6 ] SK/l4iIEtIIS&2 0 614. A/D^&$i 

2 o 5X'A/D^m^hfzmmm^- i&r. wmr-? 

X-hh. *V-f h/^^EISS (WT. WBEISS 
k^p) 2 0 7<4. r«iiE»fc*V>f t^<9>xfc£* 
•)i:TSS$tLl.<tptc. R. G, BO#fe^#cOH^r 
-^c7)K;i^5 r ^.pt ) co-e^^. WB@IS2 0 7 

J4. ^*SllfflIgP2 1 iMzhhVKjl^r-f)^^ 
V^TR. G, BcO^-fe^^H^T-^^K/U?:^ 

[0 0 37] r«iEigiS2 0 8J4. B^T-^Or^Hx 
Sr«jE-ri.tOT*J>?.. r«EIsIK2 0 8<4. r«ttO 
^-S»Wt<4*6®I<r)r«iiEx-7 r ^&*t, .Si^v- 

[0038 3 Bflbtqey 2 0 914. rffljE0852O8*» 

^,aj*$ai.B#x-^^isitra^tyT-*&. b« 

^^'J2 0 9»±. 17l^-A^<olB1g§*^^LTV^ 
&. i-^fc*>. B«^^y209t4. CCD303* 5 !! 
tfm^iJcOB^^* IX V n X mB^^BS-f 

-*«>EW£*frffu #B«T-^^m-r2.BS(a 

[ 0 0 3 9 3 VRAM2 1 0(4. LCD^g|51 Ofcff 
£fl^2;ft6B»T-:y-OA-y7y**yT£.S. VR 

AM2 10(4. LCD^SLOtOBSIISfcStJCL^B 

[00403 ®ffim$BlZii^Xte, CCD303(C 
1/3 0 (#) 4ffcSMft$*ifcB«0«-BST-^ 
^. A/D^Hff2 0 5~r«uEHIB}2 0 8fc:«t OBlrS 

oii^«ui£ifc$ tut®, mm * y 2 0 9 wehs*. 

Stttt. ^WJ»a!2 1 li&^-LTVRAM2 10 
(cfi^^fl. LCDa^SS10fc^R$ii&. CliltJ: 
0SI^#(4LCD^^1 Ofc^ShJtB^iOa 
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^Tli . -X * y ^ - H 8 *»^*ais WSBaW^fltW 

»2 1 lt^fSOil-fJJSftWttSilfctt. VRAM 2 
lOOSiMSfU LCD^S10(tS4^$tll>. 
[004 1] d<0k*»'^*««»2 1 Hi. Bfll-Xt 

y 2 o 9oiif-^«w^3 y h 5^ h zmi 

3 1 OSr^-UTAFT^f-iX-^2 0 5*WW"ii 
[0042] ^fc. ^0$!l»H9-<A*2 04li, UX* 

««o«Kesiufe«teiwrt4t>o'c*9, aft 

?faX-? 2 0 5 t ^aSfcl^Xv-f 3>3 1 0 Z-ft 

ixmmtii. ttttmwfrtmuyxs o i 
emmm&m? 5 o 2 . atxa^^yxsn^s^ 3 2 

OZftLXfthiih. 

[0043] #-KI/F21'2tt, ^'*y*-H8^ 

^■mT-^cosa^ximmr-^oMaiL^ffa tz 

3«. /^-ytwyti-^ 1 9£iIfPrf£tfl-S&Jg 

^rs^«><o. us Baitings 

[0 044] RTC219&. iH»BI»*ffI-f 

[0 04 5] «fl&2 5 0UU Jb»Lfc, UpX4>yf- 
6, DownX-f 7f7. x^<y^-^y9, mjgX 

-r ^fps. eib*K5&*4 -y^i 2, m/wzL*- 

KR£*-f -y^- 1 4&k'?1Sj£$*u:v^. 

[004 6] £ft$l«g?2l l(±. ■e^DnyKa- 
0. ±^Ufca^pyX3 01^a^^73t: 
*2rt^#aWoia6^^SW{c$iJffliLTTx^;^^ 
5 1 <0Si^£l£&$(l«hr l> fcOT* 6 . 

[0047] £«ij»g|!2 1 1 «. itnsg^M^iaii 
5!«i$-ff3Jt^C. 7 4 )V? 'J y/J5a$r?f 07 4)V? 

rmt**L* **y#-K8i;:iBi§3ii*:B«£LC 
[0 048] Wi7<)V9mt. TV9)V7 

vwfrt^mm&m&ft*m.Lxm.tmh 
mncoffiEZftomxbt. y<wmi. shi^k 

= 1/8, 1/20 <D«e*i-T itfco v , mw&niB 
fcttLT. ISIPS:5lftS2«liOT^^-f;^i:ia 

.[0049] ffiEEttafltetfStt* B«W*y 209 
j&»6H*r-* £S^as LX * t y H 8 WE**-* 
§1fA*>f;l«fefcffll8B«fc£4jfr$-&. ^HBffi^ 
ftSti. WLX* 'J 2 0 9frii>7X97&&}mz%&l 



[ 0 0 5 0 ] £ fc, CfiBfe£A8Hi. 0.2 0 

2&%DCT£gt. A77yttfl^)jPEGKt: 
«t Si^oeffiMfc&LTffifiB&OB&T-* 
JftU Cl^E<8BfcT-*£**y#-K80#Bffix 

yrfctests. 

[0051] &frMM|(2 1 lli* 
T. x-vy^-^y9fcJ;0a^* 5 ^§itSi:. SH 
S^g^tS®.** y 2 0 9 IdR 9ii*ftf:B&<?>^ 
:M JWWfcfiBWHM&Vf 1 2T^?^Efil 

£j£U S»B«fcWi-*^^fll« OTSf, USB 

18. ■W»HJ3£l!&9flM ) fc *£MB& * * * y * 
-F8fclE«t£. 

[0052] rVfA-tltyizi. ^TEftSfifcHOl 
a. *^y tf-KSogfifc 6 4 MB i:U:k££. ffi 
IW1/2 0T23D3 vcoB&tffe^fig-Cfc 0 . # 

avti^oatfl-t j p e Gm.x-sm^tifznmm. 

<mWr—? (1 6 0 0X120 0B#) bV&M >l> 
m:ftC0W&T-9 (16 0X12 OBlg) t^m^it 
X\^. ^3V#(iT\ 7tttJfEXIF^coB«7 

[ 0 0 5 3 ] 0 1 ~0 1 OtC^ Lfcf^W^ 7"C 

ii. g^v>x3 o i tsaa$*T«i7%*f 
8a£$S7&ii*i^ >x®mmx -4 ^fso ftp 

tucio, s^i-vxcoa}^y* { *<=Sry. 

V>Xmm*4 v+ 5 0 5 * «H}HfcX?4 >«*T 

g^^yx3 o i tssais-witfj*v». 
[0054] ^mwyX3o\<r>mmmmz, m\ 

1 lz5fi Liz 7 u-^* - Y $-#Hg L^mBM-th . 
1 0 0 5 5 ] i^WttWTJi. *^ 7**2 A 

PS^70^S»V>-X3 o i*^at}«®o^ii. 
Xl&tiX^h. 

[00 56] i-f. Xx-yX (WT. Xx-yT?r#kBS 

■f) 1 ox\ ^mvyxmm^xvA nx^f -y^-5 0 

5tfttM9btZ%~>-tzz\b$:&tiitli: (# 1 OtTYE 

s) , #20 xim®tt<pfrt' ofrzm^i. tmmft 
*x'htm (#2 0(ctyes) , imz-txi&tt,* 

WX\ #3 0T-^VXo>y^SraB$UTjSAiM^t:* 




5 0 5^mnmiz^rzztmtai^m^h (#1 

OtTNO) . ^£-£l>#g;& { =5:V«DT\ 'J^-yf 

[0057] #20T\ 1®»^IM(#20 
KTNO) . #4 0"Cl'yXo<y?£8¥|&U #5 0T 
fti^U yX'^OWWBfr *SMr Uz&. #60 
^&&£k£LCDfl^l 0fc:$l*$-frS. -ft 

m&uyxioicv&hbmwz, vu-^yxmo 

2*WfrfclHW«U «f^yXk«0&jH!*iS»tl>. 

[ o o 5 8 ] fcts. &±<7mmmTi±. wmuyX3 

0 1 k LT. ffi^-fi|P-7^^5ffiWt05rfflV^*^ 
T^rt^^ffl^^WyXfcJg&^yXk LXm 

[ o o 5 9 ] jjaaewnrciiv aiwwrrjw 

\s>X3 0 1 *t*^5**2rt«(^C««8*i.6«« 
kLfc#, W&-Ml'y**7m<OUyX<7)i9&. vy 
X[zi.->x%%#m&h. LfrU <kx<r>vyx*-h* 

3*ti> ± otsmuh ixmummmmiiz^L. <s 

lzttLMm*m±Z-ttZ> k ^3»*fc3MI«*v. 
[00 6 0] ifc. S»UyX30 1<O3iA^C. Ul^ 
-V>-X&3 0 2»i3K«|Lka35-tl)^(SHC^i&«ri8 

CCD3 0 3ffilfc#»LTt>J:V%U JWiSLk «JW-W 

anew* J: 3 1 9 o mmzitx t> * 
v\ ^^-vyxmfimm^yxxmmti 

[ 0 0 6 1 ] *fc. gf^yXOitiHSfilk IX. 5* 
75 0 6k7?yb501<0*M§?)drT5 01afc£$ 
^r5O6Sr0«E?*?»^?-^fflt^ 

[0062] 
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hfrh. ftm*SMtttX7£#:&m£?%. mis 
yxwrn* Lximizmmztth t »3t***&<? 

[0 06 3] ttz. muyxtfm&-mi'7i>*7£ 
i>mr*!&x'hi®££.\i. m&-wu7*rX7<r>m 
u>xzzcr)£immi-z>zktfX'Z. mmrv?* 

[0 064] itz. m\syXv>ffl±{zESZti*:» 

u-uyxm. m^yx^ikmmzmi^yxcoii 
A»*^#s§-t5^fc<i. immzmisyxm 
\s-\syx&tmLxvmmmwbtih<nmk 
x-t. mi>yx<r)&mmzm%<xi>-xiz?fb 

it&ZktfX'Zl. 

im i ] z<mm-~mmmi,zmT : J? v<r> 
^mmimx'hh. 

[@2] Bt<f^ >vz*7<ommmx'hh. 

[03] Ht<r^/P^5«)IWBHT**. 
[04] Ht<r^;^^5«o. iHH^yx*fl.Lfc 

k # (0*^ 7#{*OIEffi0T-;&& . 
[05] PIl:<r^^^7^Sgi5|llrBS0-Cj>l». . 
Wkvyxtrm l~3 fcvtfc? SttA<* * 7co$0ffii^ 
S:^Xo-y^0t'*>2.. 

[06] g^kyX**jfcllL3t«®T'OTv^;W*^7 
^SgPBfti0-C3!>S. 

[07] g^vyx^itBL^ffltfeitSTx^;^ 
tvmwmmmx'hh. 

[08] S^V>XA<ttHt^«®Cfc{t4Tx^^ 
^7OWB0T'fel>. 

[09] a&isyxtfmiiztmtzm&TitfM 
xvffmmmx'hh. 

[010] 01~09fc:^L7t-r^^^7<O$i|»^ 
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SPECIFICATION 
[TITLE OF THE INVENTIOIN] DIGITAL CAMERA 
[ABSTRACT] 

[Object] To improve the portability of a digital camera using 
an interchangeable lens as a photographic lens by downsizing 
the entirety when photographing is not carried out. 

[Composition] A digital camera provided with a camera main body 
2 and a photographic lens 301 formed of an interchangeable lens 
attached to this camera main body 2, wherein moving means 505a 
and 506 that advance and retreat the photographic lens in the 
optical axis direction are provided, and when photographing 
is not carried out, the photographic lens collapses to the 
inside of the camera main body. Thereby, projection of the 
photographic lens can be prevented when photographing is not 
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carried out. It is desirable that the photographic lens 301 
is also attachable to a silver salt single lens reflex camera. 
In a case where a relay lens system 302 is arranged on the 
optical axis of the photographic lens inside the camera main 
body 2, the relay lens system is collapsed from the photographic 
lens retreating path to avoid contact with the photographic 
lens when the photographic lens collapses. 
[WHAT IS CLAIMED IS;] 

[Claim 1] A digital camera having a camera main body and a 
photographic lens formed of an interchangeable lens attached 
to this camera main body, wherein 

a moving means which advances and retreats the photographic 
lens in the optical axis direction is provided, and when 
photographing is not carried out, the photographic lens 
retreats so as to collapse to the inside of the camera main 
body. 

[Claim 2] The digital camera according to Claim 1, wherein the 
photographic lens is also attachable to a silver salt single 
lens reflex camera. 

[Claim 3] The digital camera according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein 
inside the camera main body, a relay lens system is arranged 
on the optical axis of the photographic lens, and when the 
photographic lens collapses, the relay lens system is retracted 
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from the retreating path of the photographic lens. 

[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 

[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] The present invention relates to a 

digital camera. 

[0002] 

[Prior Arts] Recently, according to development of 
semiconductors and image processing techniques, in place of 
silver salt film cameras using silver salt films, digital 
cameras are spreading. Basically, digital cameras 
photoelectrically convert an optical image from a photographic 
lens by an image pickup device such as a CCD (charge coupled 
device) or the like, image-processes the output therefrom, and 
stores the obtained image data in a recording medium such as 
a memory card. . 

[0003] In many of these digital cameras, the photographic lens 
is a fixed type, however, on the other hand,, it has been proposed 
that the lens is made interchangeable to compose a system in 
that lenses with various focal lengths are freely combined and 
used depending on the situation. 

[0004] In addition, a digital camera has also been proposed 
in which an interchangeable lens of a silver salt single lens 
reflex camera, that is, a single lens reflex camera using a 
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silver salt film is available. 

[0005] Thus, when a lens interchangeable system is employed, 
lenses with various focal lengths can be freely combined and 
used depending on the situation, and this is very advantageous 
for users, and makes it possible to effectively utilize the 
advantages of the silver salt single lens reflex camera when 
a lens of the silver salt single lens reflex camera is 
available . 

[0006] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the case 
using the above-described interchangeable lens system, the 
photographic lens is structurally attached to the front side 
of the camera, and this makes the photographic lens project 
from the camera main body, resulting in an increase in size 
of the entirety of the camera and low portability. 

[0007] In addition, when a photographic lens of a silver salt 
single lens reflex camera is used, a relay lens system for 
forming images of subject light from the photographic lens on 
an image pickup device becomes necessary, and this makes the 
problem more conspicuous. 

[0008] The invention was made in view of these circumstances, 
and an object thereof is to downsize the camera entirety and 
improve portability when photographing is not carried out in 
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a digital camera using an interchangeable lens as a 
photographic lens . 
[0009] 

[Means for Solving Problems] The above-described problem is 
solved by a digital camera having a, camera main body and a 
photographic lens formed of an interchangeable lens attached 
to this camera main body, wherein a moving means that advances 
and retreats the photographic lens in the optical axis 
direction is provided, and when photographing is not carried 
out, the photographic lens retreats and collapses to the inside 
of the camera main body. 

[0010] According to this digital camera, when photographing 
is not carried out, the photographic lens is retreated rearward 
of the optical axis direction and collapsed to the inside of 
the camera main body by the moving means, whereby the 
photographic lens is housed inside the camera main body. 
Thereby, the entirety of the camera becomes compact when 
photographing is not carried out and its portability is 
improved. 

[0011] In addition, when the photographic lens is attachable 
to a silver salt single lens reflex camera, a photographic lens 
of a silver salt single lens reflex camera can be used as it 
is, and the advantages of the silver salt single lens reflex 
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camera can be effectively utilized. 

[0012] In addition, in the case where a relay lens system is 
arranged on the optical axis of the photographic lens and the 
relay lens system is retracted from the retreating path of the 
photographic lens when the photographic lens is collapsed, it 
is prevented that the retreated photographic lens is prevented 
from coming into contact with the relay lens system and 
disturbing the collapsing. 
[0013] 

[Preferred Embodiment] An embodiment of the invention is 
described with reference to the drawings. 

[0014] The digital camera 1 includes, as shown in Fig. 1 through 
Fig. 3, a box-shaped camera main body 2 and an imaging part 
3 having a photographic lens 301 formed of an interchangeable 
lens of a silver salt single lens reflex camera. 
[0015] The camera main body 2 has a ring-shaped bayonet mount 
501 on the inner front face thereof as shown in Fig. 4, and 
to this bayonet mount 501 , the photographic lens 301 is attached . 
On the side of the mount 501, a detach button 503 is provided, 
and by depressing this detach button 503, the photographic lens 
can be detached by being rotated, whereby the photographic lens 
301 can be interchanged. 

[0016] The photographic lens 301 includes, as shown in Fig. 
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5 and Fig. 6, a cylindrical lens barrel 3011, a rear group lens 
barrel 3012 housed in the base end side inside the lens barrel 
3011, a front group lens barrel 3013 provided forward of the 
lens barrel 3011, a rear group lens 3014 attached and supported 
to the rear group lens barrel 3012, and a front group lens 3015 
attached and supported to the front group lens barrel 3013, 
wherein the lens barrel 3011 is bayonet-coupled to the mount 
501. The rear group lens barrel 3012 and the front group lens 
barrel 3013 are coupled to the lens barrel 3011 by cam-coupling, 
etc., respectively, and in response to rotation of the lens 
barrel 3011, the rear group lens barrel 3012 and the front group 
lens barrel 3013 are movable so as to advance and retreat on 
the optical axis with respect to the lens barrel 3011. 
[0017] The camera main body 2 is provided with a CCD 303 as 
an image pickup device on a rear position of the optical axis 
L of the photographic lens 301, and between the CCD 303 and 
the photographic lens 301, a relay lens system 302 for forming 
images of subject light from the photographic lens 301 on the 
CCD 303 is provided. 

[0018] Thus, the relay lens system 302 is used for the following 
reason. That is, when an interchangeable lens of a silver salt 
single lens reflex camera is used as the photographic lens 301, 
to secure an angle of view equivalent to that of the silver 
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salt single lens reflex camera, the size of the CCD 303 must 
be set to the same size as the film, however, such a large-size 
CCD is extremely poor in yield and difficult to be manufactured. 
On the other hand, when using a small-sized CCD, the same angle 
of view as that of the silver salt single lens reflex camera 
cannot be secured, and wide-angle photographing cannot be 
carried out. Therefore, a relay lens system 302 is arranged 
rearward of the focal point of the photographic lens 301 to 
secure the angle of view equivalent to that of the silver salt 
single lens reflex camera by the downsized CCD. 
[0019] The lens system of this embodiment is formed by an 
electronic mount, and a drive source for AF (auto-focus) and 
AE (auto-exposure) is provided inside the photographic lens 
301. From the camera main body 2 side, only the photography 
control values are transmitted to the photographic lens 301 
via the terminals 502 (Fig. 4) provided on the mount 501, and 
a microcomputer 310 (referred to as a lens microcomputer in 
Fig. 10) inside the photographic lens 301 controls the drive 
source and carries out photographing operations. 
[0020] In addition, as shown in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6, near the 
mount 501 inside the camera main body 2, a long gear 506 to 
be driven and rotated by the motor (40 in Fig. 10) is disposed 
so that its longitudinal direction is turned toward the optical 
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axis L. On the other hand, on the outer circumference of the 
mount 501, a gear 501a is also formed, and the gear 501a and 
the long gear 506 of the mount engage with each other. Therefore, 
by rotational driving of the long gear 506, the mount 501 moves 
to advance or retreat in the optical axis L direction while 
being guided by a guide member that is not shown, and according 
to this, the lens barrel 3011 bayonet-coupled to the mount 501 
moves to advance or retreat in the optical axis direction, and 
furthermore, the rear group lens barrel 3012 and the front group 
lens barrel 3013 cam-coupled to the camera lens barrel 3011 
advance or retreat in the optical axis direction in response 
to advance and retreat of the camera lens barrel 3011. 
[0021] Herein, in the state in that the camera lens barrel 3011 
retreats to the maximum, as shown in Fig. 6, the front end of 
the camera lens barrel 3011 becomes equal in level to the front 
face of the camera main body 2, the front group lens barrel 
3013 is completely housed inside the lens barrel 3011, and the 
photographic lens 301 is almost entirely collapsed to the 
inside of the camera main body 2. To the contrary, when the 
lens barrel 3011 protrudes to the maximum, as shown in Fig. 
5, the lens barrel 3011 except for its rear portion projects 
from the camera main body 2, the lens barrel 3013 except for 
its rear portion projects from the lens barrel 3011, and 
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accordingly, the photographic lens 301 projects from the camera 
main body 2. 

[0022] Such advancing and retreating of the photographic lens 
301 are carried out by operating a photographic lens moving 
switch 505 formed of a slide switch provided on the left side 
face of the camera main body 2. Namely, when the switch 505 
is slid forward (the advancing direction of the photographic 
lens 301) (the state of Fig. 3), the long gear 506^is rotated 
in a predetermined direction by the long gear drive motor 40, 
and the photographic lens 301 advances and projects. To the 
contrary, when the switch is slid rearward (the retreating 
direction of the photographic lens) , the long gear 506 rotates 
in the reverse direction, and the photographic lens 301 
retreats and collapses. 

[0023] When the photographic lens 301 retreats, the mount 501 
on the rear end of the photographic lens comes into contact 
with the relay lens system 302 arranged on the rear side of 
the optical axis of the photographic lens 301. Therefore, to 
avoid this contact, in this embodiment, when the photographic 
lens 301 collapses, the relay lens 302 moves sideward 
orthogonally to the optical axis L so as to be retracted from 
the retreating path of the photographic lens 301 as shown in 
Fig. 7 through Fig. 9, and returns to the original position 
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on the optical axis when the photographic lens 301 projects. 
Retracting and returning of the relay lens system 302 is carried 
out via a link mechanism (not shown) that is structured as 
generally known for supporting the relay lens system302, and 
interlocked with advance and retreat of the photographic lens 
301 based on the operation of the photographic lens moving 
switch 505. 

[0024] The CCD 303 is positioned so as not to contact with the 
mount 501 even when the photographic lens 301 collapses, so 
that it is not necessary to retract the CCD. 

[0025] On the right side of the camera main body 2, a slot 4 
for loading a memory card 8 is provided, and into this slot 
4, the memory card 8 as an example of a recording medium is 
inserted. By the side of the slot 4 of the camera main body 
2, a connector 214 for connecting the digital camera 1 to a 
personal computer 19 (Fig. 10) is provided. 

[0026] Furthermore, on the back face of the camera main body 
2, a taken image monitor display (corresponding to a 
viewfinder) and a liquid crystal display (hereinafter, 
referred to as an LCD part) 10 for reproducing and displaying 
a recorded image are provided. Furthermore, on the lower right 
of the back face of the camera main body 2, a compression ratio 
setting slide switch 12 for switching and setting a compression 
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ratio K for image data to be recorded on the memory card 8 is 
provided. This digital camera 1 can select two compression 
ratios K of 1/8 and 1/20, and for example, when the compression 
ratio setting switch 12 is slid to the right, a compression 
ratio K = 1/8 is set, and when it is slid to the left, a 
compression ratio K = 1/20 is set. 

[0027] Below the compression ratio setting switch 12, a 
photographing/reproduction mode setting switch 14 that 
switches the "photographing mode" and the "reproduction mode" 
is provided. The photographing mode is for carrying out 
photographing, and the reproduction mode is for reproducing 
and displaying a taken image recorded on the memory card 8 on 
an LCD part 10. The photographing/reproduction mode setting 
switch 14 is also formed of a slide switch, and for example, 
when it slides to the right, the reproduction mode is set, and 
when it slides to the left, the photographing mode is set. 
[0028] Above the LCD part 10, four serial push button switches 
SW are arranged. The two left and right buttons 6 and 7 are 
assigned with a frame advance function when reproducing 
recorded images. The switch 6 is for advancing the frame in 
the direction of increasing the frame number (photographing 
forward direction) of the recorded images (hereinafter, 
referred to as UP switch) , and the other switch 7 is for 
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advancing the frame in the direction of decreasing the frame 
number of the recorded images (hereinafter, referred to as DOWN 
switch) . 

[0029] In addition, on the upper face of the camera main body, 
a power supply switch PS formed of a rotary switch is provided, 
and by the side of the power supply switch PS, a shutter button 
9 is provided on the upper face of the gripping portion G. The 
inside of the gripping portion G is formed into a battery 
chamber, and two size AA batteries El and E2 as a drive source 
are housed therein. 

[0030] Furthermore, on the front face upper side of the gripping 
portion G, a flash 504 that automatically emits light according 
to the luminance is provided. 

[0031] Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing the control system 
of the digital camera 1 . 

[0032] The CCD 303 photoelectrically converts an optical image 
of a subject formed by the photographic lens 301 and the relay 
lens 302 into image signals (signals composed of signal rows 
of pixel signals photodetected by the pixels) of color 
components of R (red), G (green), and B (blue) and outputs these . 
The timing generator 314 generates various timing pulses for 
controlling the driving of the CCD 303. 

[0033] The timing generator 314 generates a drive control 
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signal of the CCD 303 based on a reference clock transmitted 
from the timing control circuit 202. The timing generator 314 
generates clock signals, for example, a timing signal for 
starting/ending integration ( starting/ending exposure) , 
readout control signals for photodetecting signals of pixels 
(horizontal synchronizing signal, vertical synchronizing 
signal, and transfer signal, etc.), and outputs these to the 
CCD 303. 

[0034] The signal processing circuit 313 applies predetermined 
analog signal processing to image signals (analog signals) 
outputted from the CCD 303. The signal processing circuit 313 
has a CDS (correlation double sampling) circuit and an AGC (auto 
gain control) circuit, reduces noise in the image signals by 
the CDS circuit and adjusts the levels of the image signals 
by adjusting the gain of the AGC circuit. 

[0035] The A/D converter 205 converts the pixel signals of the 
image signals into 10-bit digital signals. The A/D converter 
205 converts the pixel signals (analog signals) into 10-bit 
digital signals based on an A/D converting clock inputted from 
the timing control circuit 202. 

[0036] The black level correction circuit 206 corrects the 
black levels of pixel signals A/D-converted by the A/D 
converter 205 (hereinafter, referred to as pixel data) to a 
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reference black level . The white balance circuit (hereinafter, 
referred to as WB circuit) 207 converts the levels of the pixel 
data of color components of R, G, and B so that the white balance 
is also adjusted after y correction. The WB circuit 207 converts 
the levels of the pixel data of the color components of R, G, 
and B by using a level conversion table provided inside the 
total control part 211. The conversion coefficients 
(characteristic gradients) of each color components of the 
level conversion table are set for each taken image by the total 
control part 211. 

[0037] The y correction circuit 208 corrects the y 
characteristics of the pixel data. The y correction circuit 

208 has, for example, six different y correction tables 
including different y characteristics, and y-corrects the pixel 
data by using a predetermined y correction table according to 
the photographing scene and conditions. 

[0038] The image memory 209 is a memory for storing pixel data 
outputted from the y correction circuit 208. The image memory 

209 has a storage capacity of one frame. Namely, when the CCD 
303 has pixels of n lines x m rows, the image memory 209 has 
pixel data storage capacity of n x m pixels, and the pixel data 
are stored in corresponding pixel positions. 

[0039] The VRAM 210 is a buffer memory of image data to be 
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reproduced and displayed on the LCD part 10. The VRAM 210 has 
a storage capacity of image data corresponding to the pixel 
number of the LCD part 10. 

[0040] In a photographing standby state, the pixel data of 
images taken every 1/30 seconds by the CCD 303 is subjected 
to predetermined signal processing by the A/D converter 205 
through the y correction circuit 208, and then stored in the 
image memory 209 and transferred to the VRAM 210 via the total 
control part 211, and displayed on the LCD part 10. Thereby, 
a photographer can view the subject image by the images 
displayed on the LCD part 10. In the reproduction mode, after 
the images readout from the memory card 8 are subjected to 
predetermined signal processing by the total control part 211 
and then transferred to the VRAM 210, they are reproduced and 
displayed on the LCD part 10. 

[0041] At this point, the total control part 211 judges the 
contrast at the center of the image data of the image memory 
209, and controls the AF actuator 205 via the lens microcomputer 
310 so that the contrast becomes maximum to maintain the focused 
state . 

[0042] The stop control driver 204 controls the lens f-number 
to a set value, and is controlled via the lens microcomputer 
310 like the AF actuator 205. Data transmission from the camera 
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main body 2 side to the photographic lens 301 side is carried 
out via the data transmitting terminals 502 provided near the 
mount 501 and the terminal 320 on the photographic lens side. 
[0043] The card I/F 212 is an interface for writing and reading 
image data on and from the memory card 8. The communications 
I/F 213 is an interface according to the USB standards for 
externally connecting the personal computer 19 so as to make 
communications . 

[0044] The RTC 219 is a clock circuit for managing the 
photographing time, and is driven by a separate power supply 
that is not shown. 

[0045] The operation part 250 includes the above-mentioned UP 
switch 6, the DOWN switch 7, the shutter button 9, the power 
supply switch PS, the compression ratio setting switch 12, and 
the photographing/reproduction mode setting switch 14, etc. 

[0046] The total control part 211 consists of a microcomputer, 
and totally controls the photographing operations of the 
digital camera 1 by organically controlling the driving of the 
members inside the photographic lens 301 and the camera main 
body 2. 

[0047] The total control part 211 includes a filter part for 
filtering and a recording image generating part for generating 
thumbnail images and compressed images for recording 
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processing of the taken images, and includes a reproducing 
image generating part that generates reproducing images for 
reproducing images recorded on the memory card 8 on the LCD 
part 10. 

[0048] The filter part corrects the image quality concerning 
the outline by correcting high-frequency components of images 
to be recorded by a digital filter. The filter part has a total 
of five digital filters for each of the compression ratios K 
= 1/8 and 1/20, that is, a digital filter for standard outline 
correction, and two types of digital filters for enhancing the 
outline and two /types of digital filters for attenuating the 
outline with respect to the standard outline correction. 
[0049] The recording image generating part generates thumbnail 
images and compressed images to be recorded on the memory card 
8 by reading pixel data from the image memory 209. The recording 
image generating part reads out pixel data at predetermined 
intervals horizontally and vertically while scanning the data 
in the raster scanning direction from the image memory 209, 
and successively transfers the data to the memory card 8, 
whereby recording the data on the memory card 8 while generating 
thumbnail images. 

[0050] The recording image generating part reads out all pixel 
data from the image memory 209, applies predetermined 
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compression according to the JPEG format by means of two- 
dimensional DCT conversion and Huffman coding, etc., to these 
pixel data to generate compressed image data, and records the 
compressed image data on the original image area of the memory 
card 8. 

[0051] When photographing is instructed by the shutter button 
9 in the photographing mode, the total control part 211 
generates a thumbnail image of an image taken in the image 
memory 209 after the photographing instruction and a compressed 
image compressed by the JPEG format at a compression ratio K 
set by the compression ratio setting switch 12, and stores these 
images together with tag data (data of frame number, exposure 
value, shutter speed, compression ratio K, photographing date, 
scene data, and image judgement results, etc.) concerning the 
taken image in the memory card 8 . 

[0052] For the image recorded by the digital camera, images 
of 230 frames at a compression ratio of 1/20 can be stored in 
the memory card when the capacity of the memory card 8 is set 
to 64MB, and for each frame, a tag portion, image data 

(1600x1200 pixels) with high resolution compressed according 
to the JPEG format, and image data (160x120 pixels) for 
thumbnail display are recorded. It is possible to handle the 
data as an EXIF-format image file on a frame basis. 
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[0053] In the digital camera shown in Fig. 1 through Fig. 10, 
after photographing is carried out by projecting the 
photographing lens 301, the photographic lens moving switch 
505 is slid to the collapsing side to collapse the photographic 
lens 301 after finishing photographing. Thereby, projection 
of the photographic lens disappears and the camera becomes 
convenient to be carried about when photographing is not 
carried out. When photographing is carried out again, the 
photographic lens moving switch 505 is slid to the advance side 
to project the photographic lens 301. 

[0054] Processing when the photographic lens 301 collapses is 
described with. reference to the flowchart of Fig. 1. 
[0055] In this embodiment, inside the camera main body 2, a 
lens lock mechanism which is not shown and disables advance 
and retreat operations of the photographic lens 301 is provided, 
and when the power supply switch PS is off or the photographic 
lens 301 projects, the photographic lens is locked by the lock 
mechanism, and unless an unlocking instruction is outputted, 
the photographic lens 301 is not made to advance or retreat 
even when the photographic lens moving switch 505 is operated. 
[0056] First, in Step (hereinafter, abbreviated to #) 10, when 
it is judged that the slide switch 505 for photographic lens 
moving is slid to the collapsing side (YES in #10), it is 
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investigated whether the camera is under photographing. When 
it is under photographing (YES in #20) , the lens must not be 
collapsed, so that the lens is maintained as locked in #30 and 
prohibited from retreating, and then the process returns. Even 
when it is not detected in #10 that the slide switch 505 is 
set to the collapsing side (NO in #10), collapsing is not 
necessary, so that the process returns. 

[0057] In #20, when the camera is not under photographing (NO 
in #20), the lens is unlocked in #40, power supply to the 
photographic lens is cut off in #50, and then the LCD part 10 
is made to display that photographing is disabled in #60. Then, 
the long gear 506 is rotated in #70 to retreat the photographic 
lens 301 until the lens collapses into the main body, and then 
the process returns. At the same time as retreating of the 
photographic lens 301, the relay lens system 302 moves and 
retracts sideward to avoid contact with the photographic lens. 
According to collapse of the photographic lens, the projection 
of the photographic lens disappears, and the camera becomes 
convenient to be carried about when photographing is not 
carried out. 

[0058] In the above-described embodiment, a lens for a silver 
salt single lens reflex camera is used as the photographic lens 
301, however, it is also possible that an interchangeable lens 
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exclusive for a digital camera is used as the photographic lens . 
In this case, the above-described problem on the angle of view 
does not occur, so that the relay lens system may become 
unnecessary. 

[0059] In the above-described embodiment, the photographic 
lens 301 in a collapsed state is completely housed inside the 
camera main body 2, however, in the case where a lens for a 
silver salt single lens reflex camera is used, the length 
differs depending on the lens. However, it is not necessary 
to completely house all lenses of the photographic lens inside 
the camera main body 2, and generally, no practical problem 
occurs as long as a photographic lens to be normally used is 
completely housed inside the camera main body 2, and even when 
a part of the lens projects from the camera main body, this 
does not change the effect of increase in portability of the 
camera more than in the case where the camera is in use. 
[0060] In addition, when the photographic lens 301 retreats, 
the relay lens system 303 moves and retracts sideward 
orthogonally to the optical axis L, however, the moving 
direction of the relay lens system 202 is not limited thereto, 
and for example, it may move to the CCD 303 side rearward of 
the optical axis direction, or may be rotated by 90 degrees 
so that the optical axis L and the axis of the relay lens system 
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become orthogonal to each other. When the relay lens system 
is composed of a plurality of lenses, the moving directions 
of the lenses may be different from each other. 

[0061] In addition, as the advancing and retreating mechanism 
of the photographic lens, a system in which the long gear 506 
and the gear 501a on the outer circumference of the mount 501 
are engaged with each other to rotate the long gear 506 is 
employed, however, the mechanism is not limited thereto. 

[0062] 

[Effects of the Invention] Since the invention is described 
above, and when photographing is not carried out, the 
photographic lens is moved to retreat rearward of the optical 
axis direction by the moving means so as to collapse to the 
inside of the camera main body, whereby the photographic lens 
can be housed inside the camera main body. Therefore, when 
photographing is not carried out, the entirety of the camera 
can be made compact and the trouble in that the photographic 
lens projects and inconvenience when the camera is carried 
about can be eliminated, whereby portability is improved. 
[0063] In addition, when the photographic lens is also 
attachable to a silver salt single lens reflex camera, a 
photographic lens of a silver salt single lens reflex camera 
can be used as it is, whereby the advantages of the silver salt 
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single lens reflex camera can be effectively utilized. 
[0064] In addition, when the relay lens system arranged on the 
optical axis of the photographic lens is retracted from the 
retreating path of the photographic lens when the photographic 
lens collapses, it can be prevented that the photographic lens 
comes into contact with the relay lens system when the 
photographic lens collapses and the relay lens system disturbs 
the collapsing operation, so that collapsing operation of the 
.photographic lens can be smoothly carried out without 
hindrance . 

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS] 

[Fig. 1] A drawing equivalent to a sectional plan view of a 
digital camera relating to an embodiment of the invention. 

[Fig. 2] A back view of the same digital camera. 

[Fig. 3] A side view of the same digital camera. 

[Fig . 4 ] A front view of the camera main body of the same digital 
camera when the photographic lens is detached. 

[Fig. 5] A main part sectional view of the same digital camera, 
and a block diagram showing a control system of the digital 
camera shown in Fig. 1 through Fig. 3. 

[Fig. 6] Amain part sectional view of the digital camera when 
the photographic lens collapses. 

[Fig. 7] A drawing equivalent to a sectional plan view of the 
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digital camera when the photographic lens collapses. 

[Fig. 8] A back view of the digital camera when the photographic 

lens collapses. 

[Fig. 9] A side view of the digital camera when the photographic 
lens collapses. 

[Fig. 10] A block diagram showing the control system of the 
digital camera shown in Fig. 1 through Fig. 9. 
[Fig. 11] A flowchart showing collapsing processing of the 
photographic lens . 
[Description of Symbols] 
1: digital camera 
2: camera main body 
10: LCD part 
301: photographic lens 
302: relay lens system 
303: image pickup device 

501: mount - • 

501a: gear (moving means) 

505: photographic lens moving switch 

506: long gear (moving means) 
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[Fig. 11] 

Collapsing processing 

#10 Lens moving slide switch set to the collapsing side? 
Return 

#20 In process of photographing operation? 

#30 Maintain the lens lock 

Return 

#40 Unlock the lens 

#50 Cut-off the power supply to the lens 

#60 Display photographing disabled on the LCD part 

#70 Lens retreat 

Return 

[Fig. 10] 

301 Silver salt SLR lens 

302 Relay lens 

313 Signal processing 

206 Black level correction circuit 

207 WB circuit 

208 y correction circuit 

209 Image memory 

314 Timing generator 
202 Timing control circuit 
211 Total control part 
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250 


Operation part 


204 


Stop control driver 


205 


AF actuator 


310 


Lens microcomputer 


40 


Long gear drive motor 


213 


Communications l/F 


19 


Personal computer 


212 


Card l/F 


8 


Memory card 



Fig.7 
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Fig.8 
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